PAGE  
1

[image: image1.jpg][ o=\
/ \%’iﬂ

Community Suzuki
Music School




2009-2010

57 Westfield St. Pittsboro, NC 27312

(919) 545-9124 or (919) 548-8236

www.communitysuzuki.org
www.musicspeaksautism.org

Table of Contents

The Suzuki Approach…………………………………………..……….3

Community Suzuki Music School Programs…………………..…….....4

Tuition and Fees………………………………………………………..5

Policies………………………………………………………..………...6

Supplies………………………………………………………..………..8

Reading Material……………………………………………….….……8

Resources………………………………………………………..……...9

Violin and Bow Diagram………………………………………..……..10

Instrument Care……………………………………………………..…11

Practice Tips…………………………………………………………...12

Pre-twinkle Songs……………………………………………….….….14

The Suzuki Approach:

· An Early Beginning. Children should start listening to great music at birth - or before! Formal training often begins between the ages of 3 and 5, although it is never too late. An early beginning takes advantage of the young child's ability and eagerness to absorb music and develop the mental processes and physical coordination needed to play music. It also solidly establishes music as part of the child's life.
· Music Immersion. The easiest way to learn anything is to have acquired a love for what you are learning and to be immersed in what you are learning. Suzuki children are immersed in the joy of listening to and playing music, just as they are immersed in language. This helps children absorb the language of music and motivates them to play.

· Step-by-Step Teaching. Skills and musical concepts are introduced slowly and in a step-by-step manner to ensure that the child acquires a strong musical foundation.

· Graded Repertoire. Suzuki students all over the world follow the same sequence of repertoire. Each piece contains a new skill and builds upon previous skills. This repertoire also motivates students as they hear older students play the pieces.

· Repetition. Constant repetition is critical to mastering and internalizing skills and concepts.

· Praise and Encouragement. Parents continue to celebrate and encourage each small success, just as they did while their child learned to speak. Cooperation, not competition, is emphasized and the accomplishments of all children are praised.

· Performance. Children are encouraged to share their music and use it in a meaningful way, including individual and group performances.

· Individual and Group Instruction. All students receive private instruction. In addition, students attend group classes, which allow students to perform and master repertoire in an informal setting, learn from other children and socialize. In addition, valuable ensemble skills and other musical skills are learned in group class.

· Consistency and Mastery of Skills. Students master skills and keep them current through review and careful teaching. With solid fundamentals, students are able to acquire more advanced skills and enjoy their music throughout their lifetime.

· Parental Involvement. Parents complete the Suzuki Triangle with teacher and child. Parents motivate their children and create an enjoyable learning environment. Parents take notes at lessons and serve as the child's teacher at home. Parents commit themselves to their own on-going education about the Suzuki approach and creating an environment of affection, encouragement and faith in every child's ability. Parents also are crucial in creating a supportive and inspiring culture within the Suzuki program. Through Suzuki, parents have the unique opportunity to be intimately involved in their child's education on a daily basis.

Community Suzuki Programs:

Private Instruction: Offered for children ages 3 and older (2 year olds accepted for instruction after consultation with and by permission of Director). Parent participation in lessons and practice is mandatory for children under age 12. Parents take notes in lessons and practice with their children each day at home. Lessons meet one day per week for 30, 45 or 60 minutes depending on student's age and level.

Group Class: Each child taking private lessons should plan to attend group class. These classes meet weekly and are included in monthly tuition. Group lessons reinforce what children learn in lessons, motivate children and parents by creating a peer group and introduce students to new ensemble and performance skills. Children who attend group classes regularly are eligible to participate in group performance opportunities.

Introductory Group Violin lessons: Offered as a community outreach program to serve students outside the Chapel Hill area.  Introductory group classes meet once per week for 45 minutes and introduce basic violin technique using tenants of the Suzuki approach.  Pre-music reading and essential aural skills will also be emphasized.  Classes are $50 per month.

Music Speaks Autism: for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and/or Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD).  This unique program is designed to meet the needs of children with autism through combining aspects of music therapy, Adaptive Behavioral Analysis (ABA), Treatment and Education of Autistic and related Communication-handicapped CHildren (TEACCH) and the Suzuki approach.  This program recognizes and fosters the musical ability found in students with developmental disabilities and creates an environment that reinforces social and academic skills needed to function in society.  Depending on the student, classes may be conducted in a group or individual setting. 

Tuition and Fees:

Registration Fee:  There is a one-time registration fee of $50 per family due on or before the first day of lessons.

Tuition: This covers all private and group lessons and community performances throughout the school year.  The costs are as follows for a 35-week school year:

· 30 minute lessons are $1192 

· 45 minute lessons are $1788
· 60 minute lessons are $2384 
Payments:  Families can pay for the full year up front or divide the tuition into 2 or 8 payments.  If paying by the semester, one payment will be due in September and a second payment due in January.  If paying by the month, eight payments will be due at the first lesson of each month.

· 30 minute lessons – 2 payments of $596 (or) 8 payments of $149

· 45 minute lessons – 2 payments of $894 (or) 8 payments of $223.50

· 60 minute lessons – 2 payments of $1192 (or) 8 payments of $298

Summer Session:  Summer session is designed to be flexible and meet the needs of a traveling family.  Instructors will post a weekly sign-up schedule of available times and parents will pay for the number of weeks chosen.

· 30 minute -- $30 each

· 45 minute -- $45 each

· 60 minute -- $60 each

At least three group activities will be scheduled over the summer session to encourage community relationships and review of repertoire.  

Policies:

Open Door Policy

Students and parents are welcomed and encouraged to observe other students' lessons and group classes.

Absence Make-up Policy

There are no make-ups for student absences. Teacher absences will be made up at a time agreed upon by both student and teacher. If lesson cannot be made up, student will receive a refund for such lesson at the end of the school year or will be credited the lesson during the summer program. Students may make arrangements with other students to switch lesson times if necessary.

Inclement Weather

Unless you are notified, there will be no lessons when the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools and/or Chatham County Schools are closed for inclement weather. There will be open make-up lesson days scheduled at the end of the year for inclement weather cancellations. Alternatively, teachers may opt to make up lessons for inclement weather at a time mutually agreed upon by the teacher and individual students.

Tuition and Payments

Tuition covers a 34-week school year and may be paid yearly, per semester or on a monthly basis.  Payments are due September 1st for one yearly payment, September 1st and January 1st for semester payments, and the 1st of each month for monthly payments.  30 minute lessons: $1192 per year, 45 minute lessons: $1788 per year, and 1 hour lessons: $2384 per year.  Summer Session tuition will be based upon the number of lessons for which the student signs up.  

Refunds

There are no tuition refunds after the first week of instruction of each month. Tuition will be refunded for any pre-paid period beyond one month.

Financial Aid

Community Suzuki Music School provides aid to students with a demonstrated need through the Community Suzuki Financial Aid Program. The amount of aid is based on household income, family size, and financial obligations, and is limited by the availability of Community Suzuki Music School resources. To apply, a Financial Aid Form must be submitted prior to the start of lessons with documentation of income (recent tax return or other documentation). Copies of the form will be available through your instructor. Financial aid is considered annually on a case-by-case basis. Also, Emergency Financial Aid may be available on a one-time basis throughout the year. Please contact Michelle Chinn Cannon for information.

Registration Fee

A registration fee is charged once to each new family with children enrolled in private lessons. The fee is $50. This fee is nonrefundable and is due at the same time the first tuition payment is made.

Group Performances

Children who regularly attend group lessons are invited to participate in group performances. Community Suzuki Music School schedules multiple community performances each year. Performers should wear white shirts and black pants or skirts (at least knee length) and black shoes and socks or stockings. For casual or outdoor concerts, denim shorts, pants or skirts will be acceptable.

Recitals

We hold at least one group and one solo formal recital per school year. Recitals are a great motivator for the children and are a chance for us to celebrate every student's accomplishments. Please try to attend even when your children are not performing.

Practice

Parents assume full responsibility for the consistency and quality of practice and listening sessions and will use their best efforts to ensure success. Students are expected to practice a minimum of an average of 5 days per week.

Conferences

Your teacher is always happy to discuss your child's progress and/or problems. If you wish, you may email your teacher and arrange to use your child's lesson time for a conference. You may take this time to discuss your child's progress alone with the teacher.

Other Suzuki Opportunities

Being a Suzuki student is to be part of a worldwide educational movement. Students will have the opportunity to participate in local, state, national, and international workshops and institutes. Please take advantage of these unique experiences.

Non-discrimination Policy

Community Suzuki Music School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, physical or developmental disability, or national origin.

Supplies:

New beginning students should purchase the following supplies:

· Notebook for taking notes during lessons

· Suzuki Violin School Violin Part Volume 1 

· Suzuki Violin School Violin CD Volume 1 (performed by Suzuki or Cerone)

· white shirt for group performances

· shoulder sponge or shoulder rest

· soft cotton cloth 

Reading Materials:

Nurtured by Love by Dr. Shinichi Suzuki

Ability Development from Age Zero by Dr. Shinichi Suzuki

To Learn With Love by William and Constance Starr

A Suzuki Parent’s Diary, or How I Survived My First 10,000 Twinkles by Carroll Morris

Helping Parents Practice by Ed Sprunger

They’re Rarely Too Young…and Never Too Old “to Twinkle!” by Kay Collier Slone

“Our life is worth living only if we love one another and comfort one 

another. I searched for the meaning of art in music, and it was through 

music that I found my work and my purpose in life. Once art to me was something far off, unfathomable and unattainable… But I discovered 

that the real essence of art was not something high up and far off. It was

right inside my ordinary daily self. The very way one greets people and 

expresses oneself is art. If a musician wants to become a fine artist, he 

must first become a fine person. If he does this, his worth will appear. 

It will appear in everything he does, even in what he writes. Art is not 

in some far off place. A work of art is the expression of a person’s whole personality, sensibility and ability.”

Dr. Shinichi Suzuki, “Nurtured by Love”
Resources:

Materials, music and instruments are available through the following suppliers:

Chapel Hill Violins

120 Old Durham Rd.

Chapel Hill, NC 27517

(919) 968-8131

The Violin Exchange

1008 West Broad St.

Dunn, NC 28334

(910) 892-8900

Southwest Strings

www.swstrings.com
Shar Music

www.sharmusic.com
Information on the Suzuki Method:

Community Suzuki Music School

57 Westfield St.

Pittsboro, NC 27312

(919) 545-9124

www.communitysuzuki.org
Suzuki Association of the Americas

PO Box 17310

Boulder, CO 80308

(888) 378-9854

www.suzukiassociation.org
Violin & Bow Diagram: 
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Instrument Care:

· Tighten your bow before playing by gently turning the tension screw. Avoid making the bow hairs too taut---the separation between the bow stick and hair should be about the width of a pencil. 

· Put a small amount of rosin on your bow before playing. Hold the rosin in your left hand, place the bow hairs flat on the rosin and slowly move the bow back and forth on the rosin. 

· After playing the violin, gently clean it with a soft dry cloth to remove rosin build-up on the strings. 

· Polish is rarely needed, and when necessary, only a commercial violin polish should be used. Cleaning the violin with furniture polish and/or water could damage the varnish and acoustics of the violin (water could also cause the violin seams to open). 

· Loosen the hair on your bow before putting it back in the case. 

· Remove shoulder rest before placing the violin in the case.

· Latch and zip the case after putting the violin away.

· Do not store your violin in extreme hot or cold locations.

· If you live in a dry climate, you may want to consider using a humidifier made for violins (excessive dryness can cause cracking or the seams of your violin to open). 

· Protect yourself from theft: do not leave your violin in the car or trunk.  80% of instrument theft occurs from a car.

Practice Tips:

The 7 S's of Practice

1. Structure - Consider the structure of your home life and set realistic goals for practicing. Establishing regular practice habits helps sessions run smoothly. Make the time a mutual decision with older students. Decide on the consequences for YOU and your child if the practice is not carried out at the agreed time. Practice on the day of your lesson! A huge amount of memory loss occurs within 24 hours, which is why your child may forget a skill or passage accomplished during the lesson!!!

2. Supplies - Have instrument and other materials in good working order and in a pleasant, convenient place to use them.  Create a ‘supply’ box of dice, cards, stickers and other trinkets to revive dull practice sessions.

3. Strategy - Have a predetermined goal. Goals are concrete, measurable and related to a definite time period.

4. State - The state or mood we are in affects our ability to learn. Postpone practice if you can see that one of you is not able to handle it. Fake it - try to create a better state for the session. Focus on positive things.

5. Style - We all have a dominant sensory mode: auditory, visual, or kinesthetic. Try to work out what your child’s preferred learning style is, and play to their strength. If something is not working with your child one way, try another.

6. Success - Success creates a desire to practice more often and sparks positive emotions.  Construct an environment in which the child cannot fail.  Take small, frequent and successful steps during practice.

7. Self-Esteem - At the end of every practice session you want to nurture your child’s self-worth above all.

  

Practice tips:

Create the Environment at Home!

Listening:  A child must be immersed in the language of music if they are to learn it like their native language. Play the tape daily. Parents: make this your responsibility. Putting the c.d. on yourself is a lot easier than battling with your child about it. We, as parents, were willing to repeat a word many times until our child ‘got it’. Now we must do the same for their musical training. Listening in the car, mealtimes or bedtime is great because these are regular occurrences in the day and easy times to remember. 

Practicing:  The parent is the home teacher. Usually children do not want to take your advice though, so prepare them beforehand by going over the material to be worked on. 

· A calm environment is necessary for learning. Try not to make practice sessions too long and tiring. 

· Stopping before the child is ready is a great way to help motivation for the next day’s practice. 

Review:  Vocabulary accumulates by using learned words over and over again and gradually adding new ones. Facility with an instrument comes from playing learned pieces over and over while working on new material. Parents should take responsibility for review. Once a week have a review night at home. 

Lesson Environment: Make sure your child is physically ready for the lesson: nails cut, bathroom visited, not hungry or thirsty. If possible, have disruptive siblings watched by a sitter so that 100% of your attention can be on the lesson. 

· If there are practicing issues or other things to discuss with the teacher, try to do it at a time outside the lesson time. Try NOT to prompt your child on the way to, or during, the lesson. This makes the student-teacher relationship more difficult to develop. 

· Warm Fuzzy File: Take a notebook to the lesson and record all the positive things the teacher says about your child. Either read it to your child after the lesson or, in the case of an older child (including teenagers!), put it in their bedroom and let them read it alone. 

Psychological Environment:  Create a positive attitude about learning. Be enthusiastic and ‘fake it’ when you’re not feeling terrific yourself. The body leads the mind.   Also, never forget to provide lots of praise for your child’s efforts. 

 

Pre-twinkle Songs:

The Flower Song:

See the prêt-ty flow-er,

E     E   E     E  E      E

Grow-ing in the gar-den,

E1     E1  E1 E1 E1  E1

See the prêt-ty flow-er

E     E   E     E  E      E

Red and green and yel-low.

A    A    A       A    A    A

The Monkey Song:

I’m a lit-tle mon-key,

E    E E  E   E     E 

Climb-ing up the lad-der,

E1       E1  E1 E1 E1  E1

Climb-ing up the tree to,

E2       E2  E2 E2 E2  E2

Pick a pink ba-na-na

E3   E3 E3  E3 E3 E3

I’m a  lit-tle mon-key,

E3 E3 E3 E3 E3  E3

Climb-ing down the lad-der,

E2       E2  E2     E2  E2  E2

Climb-ing down the tree to,

E1       E1  E1      E1 E1  E1

Eat my pink ba-na-na!

E    E   E      E   E   E

